UNCLASSIFIED 
AD  NUMBER 


AD393386 

CLASSIEICATION  CHANGES 

TO: 

unclassified 

FROM: 

confidential 

LIMITATION  CHANGES 

TO: 

Approved  for  public  release^  distribution 
unlimited 


FROM: 

Distribution  authorized  to  U.S.  Gov't, 
agencies  and  their  contractors; 
Administrative/Operational  Use;  09  AUG 
1966.  Other  requests  shall  be  referred  to 
Army  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Development, 
Washington,  DC  20310. 

AUTHORITY 

31  aug  1978,  DODD  5200.10;  OAG  d/a  Itr,  29 
apr  1980 


THIS  PAGE  IS  UNCLASSIEIED 


StiEijsct  to  Senofsi  Ooeisssification  Scbedoie  of 
Exscotive  Ofdor  11SS2-Aijto[3aticall]f  Downgradod  at 


THIS  REPORT  HAS  BEEN  DELIMITED 
AND  CLEARED  FOR  PUBLIC  RELEASE 
UNDER  pOD  DIRECTIVE  5200,20  AND 
NO  RESTRICTIONS  ARE  IMPOSED  UPON 
ITS  USE  AND  DISCLOSURE, 

DISTRIBUTION  STATEMENT  A 

APPROVED  FOR  PUBLIC  iTF*  RASE; 
DISTRIBUTION  UNLIMITED, 


SECURITY 

MARKING 


The  classified  or  limited  status  of  this  report  applies 
to  each  page,  unless  otherwise  marked. 

Separate  page  printouts  MUST  be  marked  accordingly. 


THIS  DOCUMENT  CONTAINS  INFORMATION  AFFECTING  THE  NATIONAL  DEFENSE  OF 
THE  UNITED  STATES  WITHIN  THE  MEANING  OF  THE  ESPIONAGE  LAWS,  TITLE  18, 
U.S.C.,  SECTIONS  793  AND  794.  THE  TRANSMISSION  OR  THE  REVELATION  OF 
ITS  CONTENTS  IN  ANY  MANNER  TO  AN  UNAUTHORIZED  PERSON  IS  PROHIBITED  BY 
LAW. 


NOTICE:  When  government  or  other  drawings,  specifications  or  other 
data  are  used  for  any  purpose  otfier  than  in  connection  with  a  defi¬ 
nitely  related  government  procurement  operation,  the  U.S.  Government 
thereby  incurs  no  responsibility,  nor  any  obligation  whatsoever;  and 
the  tact  that  the  Government  may  have  formulated,  furnished,  or  in  any 
way  supplied  the  said  drawings,  specifications,  or  other  data  is  not 
to  be  regarded  by  implication  or  otherwise  as  in  any  manner  licensing 
the  holder  or  any  other  person  or  corporation,  or  conveying  any  rights 
or  permission  to  manufacture,  use  or  sell  any  patented  invention  that 
may  in  any  way  be  related  thereto. 


CONFIDENTIAL 


u. 


,  or  thz  atlt 

\  HEA^Q’-ARTEPS^IOT;:  COM.'l^T  AVTATia?  BA-TTALSlPt/ 

'  A'-O  96312 


(tU  '  -  1 

A\’'GD-AE  — ,  S''  AuKUiSsS!!966 

^  (5  - - 

^jS^iBJJCT:  I  Operataorial  Repyrt,  for  Quarterly  Pfriod  Ending  31  Juljgg|^66^ 
Reports  Control'^;^Tnbol  CS  for  6^ 

CO 

^*'^0:  See  Distribution  / 

CO 

lECTIOR  1:  Significant  Organization  or  Unit  Activities. 

1.  I'ission  of  the  10th  Cor.ibat  Aviation  Battalion:  To  provide 
aviation  support  as  directed  tj  CO,  17th  C»nibat  Aviation  Group,  to  DS 
Forces,  Republic  of  Vietnam  Armed  Forces  (RlDtAF)  and  Free  World  lalitary 
Assistance  Forces  (F.v7;AF)  in  developing  and  maintaining  an  effective 
I  s^ventional  and  counter  -  insurgency,  capability/.  To  exercise  command 
)  end  control  over  assl.ned  and  attached  units  as  directed  by  CO,  17th 
I  Cprtbat  Aviation  Group,  (LOI,  17th  Combat  Aviation  Group,  dated  3 

I  ms), 

I  UU 

'n  — 1  2,  Organization:  The  lOth  Combat  Aviation  Battalion  consists  of 
*  fc]jui  .follow?  ng  units  as  of  31  'I'uly  I966, 
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a.  Headquartei's  and  Headquarters  Company^ 

2^6t'''.  Signal  Detaclr-ent 

279 bb  Signal  Detachment 

'crybth  Signal  Detachment 
\ 

236th  Counter-Fortar  Radar  Detachment 

Detaciiment,  Company  A,  50i)bh  Kilitary  Police  Battalion 

b.  libth  Assault  Helicopter  Company/-  (DH-l)  (A) 

390tb  Transportation  De-tachment  (CIIF'-'' 

286th  hedical  Detachment 

c.  117tl-'  Assault  Helijcop-ber  Company  (TiH-1)  (A'' 


III 0th  Transportation  De-tachment  (C.^IFli) 

.^^Ix  671  rO  ^  Group  h 
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^^AIFID  £/jT//jL. 

130th  ''er’5c?.l  Detachment 

d,  12‘^th  Apsavlt  Welico';''ter  Comnanj-  (np-l'l  (A") 

39Hth  Trans-oortation  Detachment 

l'33rd  edjcal  Detachment 

e.  135th  Avd.ttion  Company  (CV-2) 

256th  Transportation  Detacl:jment  (AFC'S 

f.  l63r(i  Fecoi-raiesance  Ad r-- lane  Cor>r-'any  (0-1) 

g,  28lst  Assault  Helicopter  Company  (I';’-!)  (A) 
li63rd  'transportation  Detaclmiert  (C^TiO 
ii99th  Signal  Detachment 

3.  Command  Relationship: 


a.  LTC  B.  L,  Harrison^  Infantry,  assmed  com'':and  of  the 
loth  Combat  Aviation  Battalion  on  12  July  1966,  from  LTC  Albert  J, 

Fern  Jr,,  Infar'try.  "'^e  change  of  command  cerenonj.  was  attended  by 
Major  General  Stanley  R.  Larson,  CG,  I  Field  Forces  Vietnam,  Brigadier 
Get.eral  George  P,  Seneff,  CG,  1st  Aviation  Brigade  and  Colonel  John  W. 
Ran',  CO,  17th  Cerbat  Aviation  Gi’oup.  LTC  FesT)  v;as  avrarded  the  Legion 
of  Merit  at  the  ceremony. 

b.  Changes  cf  Gom  and  with  subordinate  units  during  this  period 

were : 


(1)  v'p  18  July,  !;ajor  Lavere  W.  Findrup,  Armor,  replaced 
Major  Robeit  D.  Steams,  Artillery,  as  CD  of  12‘''th  Assault  Held.copter 
Company. 

(2)  On  2'^  July  1966,  Major  V/illiam  P.  Gi’d.ffin,  Infantry, 
replaced  L'^C  Evprdus  H,  Hacirett,  Jnfantiy,  as  CO,  261st  Assault 
Helicopter  Company, 

I4,  Organizational  CSianges: 

a.  183rd  Heconnanssance  Airplane  Company  (0-1):  On  t  Jime 
1966,  the  riain  body  of  this  uisit  arrived  at  Dong  Ba  Thin,  RVK  from 
Fort  Mood,  Texas.  This  unit  was  assigned  to  the  lOth  Combat  Aviation 
Battalion  upon  arrival, 

b,  2Clst  Assault  Helicopter  Company  (DH-l)  (A):  On  8  June 
1966,  the  main  body  of  th;s  unit  arrived  at  ^ha  Trang,  EVN,  from  Fort 
Bei  ning,  Georgia.  This  unit  was  assigned-  to  the  10th  Combat  Aviation 
Battalion  upon  arr.'val,  '’'he  2blst  Assault  Helicopter  Company  (FH-l) 
(A)  absorbed  tlx  T>ers'onn<=l  and  equipmert  of  the  2nd  platoon,  171st 

d  c>A/FlO  i^AJT)/)L 
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Assault  ;’el? copter  Company  (llH-1)  (A),  As  a  result  of  tMs  absorption 
the  2f‘lst  Assault  helicopter  Gomnan:,  (A)  was  (feclared  operatron- 

al  upon  arrival.  Tnio  wit  j."  opci-ipi.  naJ  cjnta'ol  of  5th  Fpecial 

Forcos  Croup  witJi  headquarters  at  Kha  Trang,  Evj. 


5.  Organization  and  hnit  Acti'<ilty: 


a ,  Combat/Combat  ^^port  Operations : 

— (1)  General:  During  this  reporting  period  the  10th  Combat 
Aviation  Battalion  was  committed  to  support  elements  of  j.  hield  Forces 
Vietnam  in  six  major  combat  operations  ♦'(Subparagraphs  2  through^T^  A 
minimum  of  two  airmobile  companies  plus  control  elements  of  the  battalion 
headquarters  xiere  comiii)ittcd  to  four  of  these  operations.  The  remainder  I 
of  the  battalion^  resources  v/ere  used  to  reinforce  the  o;M;ra lions  as 
needed  and  provide  avpport  to  Eeadquai'tois, i-Field  Forces  Vietnam,  5bh 
S,-.<^wn.nT  Gii  I'.p,  Ooi’ps  and  Amiy  Vietnam  Troops  (ATALl), 


(2)  OraBATTOH  A!lST“o  6  (28  April  -  1? 


’•■ay  1966).^ 


was  to: 


(a)  The  mission  of  the  10th  Combat  Aviation  Battalion 


1,  Frnvide  GS  to  1st  Brigade,  101st  .lirborno  Div¬ 
ision  and  u5th  Info.ntr;''  Regiment  (ARVli'*, 

2.  Be  prepared  to  mass  avi.ation  suijport  as 
directed  by  CO,  I  Field.  Forces  Vietnam. 

(b)  Aviation  GS  vas  provided  bv  the  l^th  Combat  Aviation 
Batbilion  with  t>'e  licth  aiid  ll7th  Assault  Helico'otpr  Companies. 

(c)  Area  of  operation  was  in  vloinity  Jihon  Co,  ’EVN, 

(d)  Statistical  higblightc : 


J.. 

Ai rr.inhi Ij:  assaults: 

13 

2. 

Trr>-os  lifted: 

765h 

3. 

Cai\o  lifted:  (tons) 

156 

k* 

Sorties: 

3803 

5, 

Hours  fl»vjn: 

1915 

(e)  Ccmr'ients: 

1.  Despite  the  adverse  monsoon  weather  conditions, 
extensive  airmobile  ooeratrons  can  be  conducted  with  careful  planning  and 
timing.  Plans  must  be  flexible,  however,  to  meet  contingencies  created 
b3>-  adverse  weather. 

c^A/  ri 
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2.  The  concept  of  employing,  the  same  assault 
helicopter  compary  with  a  particular  infantr^r  battalion  is  mutually 
advantageous  and  enhances  effectiveness  of  aviation  support. 

3.  The  effectiveness  of  armed  helicopters  is 
substantially  reduced  :n  Iieavjf-  jungle  terrain  because  of  t’  e  inability 
to  detect  targ* ts  and  deliver  accurate  euooorting  fires  through  the 
jungle  canopy. 


h.  Resupply  and  nodical  evacuation  problems  en¬ 
countered  in  iungle  terrain  can  be  overcome  hj  the  construction  of  hastj'' 
heliports  by  ground  units. 


5.  Viet  Cong  units  in  the  area  display  a  reluc¬ 
tance  to  fire  on  helj copters.  This  could  be  attributable  to  fear  of  detect¬ 
ion. 


6,  The  10th  Combat  Aviation  Battalion  continues  to 
be  handicapped  by  the  lack  of  portable  navigational  beacons  which  are  re- 
required  to  assist  operations  during  adverse  weather  and  at  night. 

T_,  Closer  coordination  is  required  between  in¬ 
fantry  battalion  S-li's  and  S-3's  to  insure  that  resupply  operations  do 
not  conflict  with  tactical  plans. 

8.  Door  gimncrs  and  aircra,' t  crev;  chiefs  are  not 
habitually  required  aboard  aircraft.  During  extractions  from  small  LZ's 
in  the  jungle  the;/  remained  behind  to  allov?  greater  troop  lift  capacity 
per  aircraft. 


(3)  OPhR/iTION  PAilL  REVERE 

(a)  The  mission  of  f'-e  10th  Co:bat  Avia^inn  Battalion 
vras  to  provide  one  assault  helicopter  company  to  reinforce  52nd  Combat 
Aviation  Battalion  during  period  31  ’'ay  -  1  Juiae  I966  and  20  July  until 
the  present  tine. 


(b)  The  support  provided  was  the  117th  Assault  Helicopter 
Company  during  3I  ’ay  -  1  June  19^6  and  the  129th  Assault  helicopter  Compan3r 
during  period  21  Julj--  until  the  present  time. 

(c)  Area  of  operations  tias  in  vicinity  of  Pleiku,  RVH, 


(d)  Statistical  highlights; 

1.  Airmobile  assaults:  h 

2.  Troops  lifted;  l500 

3.  Cargo  lifted;  (tons)  22 

I;,  Sorties;  I8OO 


e  d'.'  /i/  r  I P  6  Aj  ■7  /  /-? 
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$.  Hours  flot-.n: 


625 


(c)  This  o’lerstion  is  still  ii:  progress.  The  avi.ation 
support,  is  controlled  by  the  52nd  Conbat  Aviation  Battalion.  The  129t’' 
Assault  Helicopter  Company  is  re.rr.forcing  the  52nd, 

(U)  OPCf-ATrci;  (1-20  June  15v'''6) 

(a)  The  mission  of  the  iOth  Conbat  Aviation  Battalion 


was  to; 


1.  Provide  genervil  sunport  to  the  2Uth  Soecial 
Tactical  Zone  w.. th  oriority  to  the  1st  Brigade,  lOlst  Airborne  Division, 

2,  Be  prepared  to  mass  aviation  support  as  di¬ 
rected  W  CCr,  I  Field  Forces  Viofnan, 

(b)  10th  Combat  Aviation  Battalion  utilized  the  I'.Oth, 
117th  anc?  129th  Assault  ‘helicopter  Companies  to  orovide  the  required 
avietdon  supT'ort. 

(c)  Area  of  operation  iras  in  vicinity  of  3?ak  To,  RW, 


(d  )  Statistical  highlights : 

1.  Airjnobi'le  assaults:  26 

2.  Troops  lifted;  9780 

3.  Cargo  lifted;  (tons)  152 

h.  Sorties  .  597*^ 

5.  .Hours  floT-m:  1928 

(e)  Comments; 


1.  ‘‘’here  iras  a  tragic  incident  during  O'-eration 
Favrthonie  in  whJch  armed  helicopters  from  another  organization  accident¬ 
ly  fired  on  friendly  tr<'>'ps  while  mailing  a  strike  \7hich  resulted  in 
numerous  friendly  casualties.  An  iriviediate  investigation  of  this  incident 
was  made  by  the  10th  Combat  Aviation  Battalion  in  order  to  prevent  any 
sijniliar  incidents  in  the  future.  As  a  result  of  this  investigation  the 
followir.g  policies  were  established  for  the  emplojuTient  of  armed  helicoptoi'a 
in  the  vicinity  of  friendly  troops; 

a.  All  gunshij^o  will  !7onitor  and  the  strj.kes 
will  be  directed  on  the  compan3’'  net  for  which  the  trilce  is  being  made ,  If 
the  strike  is  being  directed  bj’"  a  battalion  cn.nu'’ander,  then  the  gunships 
will  operate  ori  tlie.  b.'.t.ivlion  o<.'im.v.iid  fi-cquonc;*. 

b.  The  gunshrtps  will  not  fire  until  positive 
co'avninications  are  established  with  the  ground  co-imvinder  concerned  and 
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the  location  of  friendly  troops  is  f’efinitely  knovm. 

c.  Armed  helicopters  are  an  effective  and 
accurate  weapon,  iriaediatel^^^  resnonsive  to  the  needs  of  the  commander. 

In  order  for  unit  com-anders  to  be  aware  of  the  fire  support  available  to 
then,  the  lOtli  Combat  Aviation  Battalion  perioddcall5-  conducts  orientations 
on  the  aiTiied  helicopter  weapons  sj  stems  and  flies  the  coriir.anders  on  den- 
onstration  firr  r.g  runs, 

2.  *’hen  '■derating  in  mountainous,  jungle-covered 
terrain  such  as  is  prevalent  in  the  Dak  To  area,  usable  landing  zones  are 
aliuost  nonexistent.  Dnder  these  conditions,  it  is  vr.r;-  iiioorbant  that 
unit  coiy‘'anders  cont:.r.ually  assess  the  terrain  for  sites  suitable  for 
clearing  and  use  as  an  bZ.  Wiien  a  unit  is  goi-.,.g  to  be  in  a  location  for 
a  period  of  tiric,  an  LZ  should  be  selected  and  cleared  so  that  helicopters 
can  land  for  r.edical  evacration,  resrooly,  extraction  and  reinforcing.  As 
soon  as  an  LZ  has  been  selected  and  cleared,  it  should,  be  checked  by  a 
pilot  for  adec.uate  main  rotor  and  tail  rotor  cleararcc  and  for  obstacles 
on  the  appi’oach  and  departure  paths.  If  a  larding  must  be  nade  in  the  LZ 
at  nifht  or  under  advise  v.'eather  conditions,  it  is  very  advantageous  to 
have  a  crew  available  that  has  been  in  the  LZ  and  is  familiar  with  it. 


(5)  apac?-;e 


(10  June  -  16  July  66) 


(a)  The  mission  of  the.  10th  Combat  Aviation  .^attalion 
was  to  provid.e  five  ’’H-lD's  and  fi.ve  nji-lB's  in  support  of  the  1st 
Birgade,  101st  Airborne  Division. 


(b)  This  support  was  provided  by  the  12rth  Assault 
Helicopter  CoI^p^n3^ 

(c)  Area  of  operation  was  in  vicinitj’-  Dak  To,  F.FiJ. 

(d)  Statistical  highlights: 


1. 

Airmobile  assaults: 

8 

2. 

Troops  lifted: 

519 

3. 

Cargo  li.€ted:  (tons) 

2.2 

k* 

Sorties : 

hl9 

5. 

Hours  jlovm: 

168 

(6)  CPEPJiTION  FDAnREGARD  (22  June  -  16  July  66) 


was  to: 


(a)  The  mission  of  the  10th  Combat  Avjaticn  Battalion 


1,  ?rov:-de  GS  to  tre  2iith  Special  Tactical  Zone* 
With  priori ts''  to  the  l.st  Fidgade,  lOlst  Airborne  Division. 


i\J 
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2.  Be  prepared  to  mass  aviation  support  as  in¬ 
dicated  by  CG,  I  Field  Force  Vittnan. 


(b)  10th  Combat  Aviation  Battalion  utilized  the  itot'*, 
117th  and  129th  Assault  Keliccptcr  Companies  to  orovide  reopxired  aviation 
support. 


(c)  Area  of  operation  v:s  in  vicinitp  of  Oak  Toj  RV7. 
This  operation  was  a  contin'Jiation  of  Operation  Kauthorne. 

(d)  Statistical  highlights: 


1.  Aimobi-lo  assaults: 

38 

2.  Troops,  lifted: 

8310 

3.  Cargo  lifted:  (tons) 

162,9 

1;,  Sorties: 

7519 

5.  Vours  flown: 

205,0 

(el  '-o  significant  contact  was  ever  made  lith  the  enemy. 
Howfiver,  aviation  support  requirements  continued  at  a  high  level. 

(7)  JO!?  PAUh  JC.PFS  (2it  JUI3.  66  until  present  time) 

This  operation  ^-Jill  not  be  covered  since  the  operation  has  just  started 
and  no  si.gnificant  enei.T'/  contact  has  been  made. 

(8)  Operations  of  the  135th  Aviation  Company  (CV-2B) 

(a)  During  this  reporting  period  the  135th  Aviation 
Company  has  been  ui'.dor  t'^-e  operational  control  of  the  G-li,  1’  Field 
Forces  Vietnam, 

(b)  I>u.ring  this  reporting  period,  the  135th  Aviation 
Company  provided  avi'tion  support  ’ey  transoortiisg  W^Ol'")  troops  and 
2050,9  tons  of  cargo  while  flying  5381  sorties  in  li070.6  hours. 

(9)  Operations  of  the  183rd  rceccanaissance  Airplane  Company, 

(a)  The  183rd  Reconnaissance  Airplane  Company  (0-1 ) 
is  authorized  32  airciv.ft  and  had  received  a  total  of  29  -'f  these  b^r  31 
July  19^8,  There  was  considerable  delay  in  receivi.ng  6  of  the  0-1 's 
because  all  of  the  aircraft  v/ere  shipped  into  Saigon  in  error  instead  of 
Vung  Tau,  This  caused  the  misplacement  of  parts  of  the  empennage  on  6 
ai. rcraft  and  the  wing  of  another.  Further,  the  aircraft  arriving  at  the 
vjrong  location  placed  a.  undue  workload  on  tlie  maintenance  unit  located 
in  Saigon,  necessitating  the  aircrafts  ovming  unit  to  perform  905  of  the 
reassembly. 


(b)  On  13  June  almost  half  of  the  aviators  assigned  to 

h-'iv  E 
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the  coMpany  were  despatched  to s even  locataows  throughout  II  Corp  tactical 
zone  to  train  VJith  the  219th  Reconnaissa  :cc  Airplane  Company  (0-1). 

One  week  later,  other  aviators  in  the  ermparo  replaced  t’^e  initial  trainees. 
This  method  contjjiuec-  until  all  aviaters  had  received  in-countr;’-  training 
and  wore  qiialified  to  accomplis}:  the  visual  recovaiaissancc  (VR)  program, 

(c)  The  company  was  assi-^ned  the  mission  to  re-rfci'm 
the  VR  program  in  the  southern  half  of  '‘T  Corps  TZ  and  on  16  July  1966 
became  operational  Ic-.ss  the  b'  irtoen  0-1  aircraft  short  at  that  time. 

The  company, an  of, 31J>.'ily,  physically  has  21  aircraft  located  vfith  ViGtr.amose 
units  tbro'^i-  hout  their  area  of  responsibility  and  are  assigned  missions 
through  advisors.  The  remair-ing  eight  aircraft  are  in  general  support 
of  '?S/PJ;''Ar  t’.  roughout  the  zone. 


(1“^)  Operations  of  t'*e  26lst  Assault  %licoptcr  Crnpany, 

(a)  The  personnel  of  the  2Clst  Assault  Helicopter 
Company  arrived  ,n  country’'  on  T  June  1''66.  The  personnel  and  equipment  of 
2nd  Platoon,  171st  Assault  '"elicoptcr  Companj'  was  transfered  to  the  26lst 
Assault  Helicopter  Cempary ,  As  a  result  of  this  transfer  the  company  was 
o’eclarcd  operational  upon  arrival  in  countrjr. 

(h)  The  2!31st  Assault  Helicopter  Company  (iiK-l)  (A) 
is  under  operational  control  of  5th  Special  Forces  Group. 

(c)  The  aircraft  arc  located  throughout  the  area  of  I, 
II,  and  III  Corps  in  small  detaclunc-nts. 

(11)  Cembat/Support  Sumiuarj  : 

(a)  T;-picr.l  missions  have  included:  Reconnaissance, 
coriffiiand  and  control,  medical  evacuation,  troop:  lifts  (airmobile  combat 
assaults)  and  close  fire  support  utilizing  ’’H-LP  gun.ships, 

(b)  A  statistical  sumriiarj-'  of  aviation  support  provided 
by  this  batt-'iliori  during  the  period  follows: 


1.  Ai.naobrle  assaults: 

95 

2.  Troops  li'f'ted: 

113,081 

3.  Cargo  lifted:  (tons) 

5,122.2 

li.  Sorties: 

56,176 

5.  Hours  flovm: 

21,ch2 

b.  Annual  General  Inspection;  The  10th  Combat  Aviation  Rsttalion 
received,  its  first  Am  u.;l  General  Inspection  on  11-15  July  1966  by  LTC 
William  i',  Galt,  DSARV  Inspector  General  and  his  11  man  team.  A  copy 
of  the  results  of  the  .rspecticn,  dated  23  July  I966  was  fortmrded  to  CG, 
hSARV  and  all  intei-jusdiate  headquart:  rs.  fignificant  problem  areas  irero 
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as  shovjn  on  tabs  D-F  to  the  above  insoection. 

c.  The  10th  Combat  Aviation  B?ttalion  initi.-..tcd  its  first 
Command  Information  Bulletin  rn  h  June  I966.  This  publication  was  well 
received  by  troops^  small  unit  leaders,  aw’  corranc'ers  like.  It  is 
published  weekly"  ai.'d  contains  all  the  current  activities  of  f  e  units 
and  members  of  the  battalion.  It  has  created  more  interest  among,  the 
troops  than  anj’’  other  single  ac+ivit;. , 

d.  Base  Camp  Activities: 

(1)  Bur.ing  t  'is  quarter,  the  battalion  i^as  not  onl\  involved 
in  the  corbat  activities  outlined  above,  but  also  was  faced  v;i.th  the  major 
task  of  developing  its  base  of  operation  ?*t  Dong  Ea  Thin  and  updating  the 
base  development  plans  of  the  complex, 

(2)  Detailed  planning  and  construction  is  in  progress  at  ■’ 
th.e  Dong  Ba  Thin  Hilitar  Complex  to  provide  facilities  for  f'e  follow¬ 
ing  unitf, 

(a)  A  Combat  Aviation  Battel,  on  composed  of  three 
Assault  Bclicopter  Companies  (njl-l)  (A),  one  Assault  Support  Helicopter 
Company  (CH-ii7)j  one  Aviation  Company''  (Airr'.obilc ''  (Fixed  Wing),  and  one 
Reconnaissance  Aviation  Company  (0-1). 

(b)  One  Engineer  Battalion  (C'^nstruction)  rcinfoi’ced- 
with  one  Light  Equipment  Company  and  one  Dump  Truck  Company, 

(c)  One  Engineer  Group  Headquarters  and  Headquarters 
Corapanj'  ( Construe ti on ) . 

(d)  One  Transportation  Aircraft  ..'aintenance  Company 

(Direct  Support). 

(e)  One  Transportation  Aircraft  I.'aintenance  Company 

(General  Support), 

(f)  Cne  iransportati-'n  Company  (Aircraft  ’^epot  Supply) 

(g)  One  Security  Company, 

(3)  Initial  planning  phase  has  begun  to  provide  facilities 
for  the  following  cdi-’itional  units: 

(a)  One  Infantr'"-  .Brigade  (Separate) 

(b)  One  Artillor;’-  Battalion  (I'D^) 

(c)  One  Engineer  Battalion  (Combat) 

(d)  One  Air  Cavalrj'-  Squadjron. 

10  EjuTJAL 
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(e)  Tiro  Aviation  C'-ri-rpiPS  (Anbulancc)  (Light) 

(f)  I'S  Air  Force  Team  (FAC) 


(g''  One  Engineer  Company  (Combat) 

(h)  One  Engineer  Connany  (Water  Supply) 

(i)  One  Hospital  (l)nkno’.m  size  -  25  Acres  Reserved) 

(j)  Two  US  Army  Strategic  Conmiinications  Coni.iand  Sites, 

(k)  i\ui.icrous  detachments  for  suppert, 

(Ii)  Estimated  troop  strength  for  the  complex  is  35^^''  by 
September  I966,  and  G500  by  December  196?.  As  Irutallation  Coordinator 
for  Dong  Ba  Thin,  the  Commanding  Officer,  10th  Combat  Aviation  Battalion 
has  base  development  responsibility  for  this  complex  and  is  responsible  for 
coordination  of  tho  construction  effort. 


(5)  Tire  supporting  construction  unit  ?_s  the  20th  ^ngd.neer 
Battalion  (Combat),  a  subordinate  unit  of  the  1.1.5th  Engineer  Group  (Construct¬ 
ion).  The  major  portion  of  the  engineer  effort  has  been  required  to  provi'^e 
sand  and  fill  over  t'*c  entire  area.  Because  of  the  high  water  table  and 
low  swanpy  land,  throe  to  six  feet  of  fill  is  required  to  provide  a  suit¬ 
able  ba.se  for  vertical  censia-vetion  or  hard-stand.  Sand  fill  is  used  be-, 
cause  of  its  availability.  Basic  standard  four  (10  construction  is  being 
provided  .for  tenant  units  with  some  common  use  facili.tics  such  as  dispen¬ 
sary',  chapel  and  post  exc’aai..go, 

{i')  The  10th  Combat  Aviation  Fattalion  imits  are  building^ 
all  of  the  troop  housing  and  facilities  other  than  those  listed  above 
through  a  "Self  .T%l»v‘  progr.am.  Framed  tents  for  billets  and  offi.ces 
have  b<,en  build  by  all  units.  Engineer  support  has  begun  to  replace 
unit  orderly'  room  and  supply  tents  with  tropicalized  wood  frame  buildings, 

(7)  Because  of  the  constant  enemy  threat  to  aviation  complexes, 
the  10th  Comb.‘'.t  Aviation  Battalion  has  exerted  a  major  effort  in  establish¬ 
ment  of  local  security  <’f  t;.e  complex.  An  integrated  defense  plan  has  been 
established  tc  mcoroorate  the  canabilities  of  all  '‘nitod  States,  Korean 

and  Vietnamese  fences  in  the  area.  Supporting  fire  plan  and  contingency- 
plans  are  completed  and  continual  improvement  of  defenses  has  been  em¬ 
phasized.  Frequent  rehearsals  have  teen  conducted  at  various  hours  of  the 
day  and  night  to  insure  adequacy  of  plans  and  training.  Plans  are  cont.  n- 
ually-  improved  and  updated  based  cn  experience  g.rined  from  practice  exercises, 
A  request  for  extensive  defoliation  of  juxiglo  vegatation  near  this  comp.lc-x 
has  been  submitted  to  improve  perimeter  security-',  provide  better  fields  of 
fire  and  to  deny-'  concealmc'nt  of  possible  attacking  eneiir*  forces. 

(8)  In  all  activities  of  the  10th  Corbat  Aviation  Battalion 
in  the  Dong  Ea  Thin  area,  relations  with  Korean  and  Vietnamese  Military,' 

Forces  and  ’.ri  th  ■'’ictnamosc  Civil  authorities  have  been  excellant.  Close 
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coordination  is  effected  on  both  civil  and  Piilitarj’-  matters  and  the  high¬ 
est  degree  of  cooperation  and  best  possible  relations  exist. 

(9)  As  of  11  July  1966,  three  major  problem  areas  exist  in 

the  complex: 


(a)  There  is  no  central  electrical  power  supply  avail¬ 
able  for  operation  of  ness  hall  refrigeration,  perimeter  ligh-ting,  and 
support  of  the  units  in  the  area.  T0f-J5  generators  are  inadequate  to  supplj"" 
this  requirement  and  are  needed  to  support  operati.onal  missions,  A  cctmaand 
letter  requesting  generators  for  perimeter  lighting  has  been  disapproved. 

A  power  station  for  this  co'nplex  has  been  planned  and  indications  are  that 
it  will  be  operational  by  1  Januarj-  196?, 

(b)  A  critical  water  shortage  exists  during  the  dry 
season.  The  present  source  has  become  critically  lov;  on  several  occasions, 
however  an  unusually  wet  season  has  prevented  a  serious  problem  to  date. 
Problems  have  been  predicted  'err  engineer  water  surveys  and  can  be  escpected 
in  the  next  two  months.  1/ater  v/ells  are  planned  for  the  Dong  Ba  Thin 
Complex,  however  they  will  be  exploratory  in  nature.  A  date  for  drill¬ 
ing  to  start  is  uncei'tain.  No  pumning  equipment  has  been  x'equestod  because 
the  requirements  are  unknovm  unti.!  a  successful  well  is  found, 

(c)  The  requirements  for  three  to  six  feet  of  fill  to 
raise  the  general  elevation  of  the  complex  sufficiently  above  the  water 
table  to  avoid  flooding  has  slowed  the  overall  construction  pi-ogram  at 
Dong  Ba  Thin,  Estimated  completion,  dntes  have  continued  to  slip,  in¬ 
creasing  the  operational  dates  of  some  units,  particually  aircraft  mainten¬ 
ance  and  supply  t3’pe  units  which  ha\'e  requirements  for  vrrk  and  storage 
areas,  more  engineer  support  to  haul  fill  or  a  dredge  for  hydraulic  fill 
is  urgently  needed  to  restorr  construction  schedule  to  a  realistic  one 
which  is  more  in  lino  with  the  pr-^posed  arrival  dates  of  nev?  units  from 
COKHS. 


e,  Persoiuiel:  The  follovring  is  a  list  of  authorized  and  assign¬ 
ed  strength  of  the  ].Oth  Combat  Aviation  Battalion  as  of  2h00  hours  31 
July  1966. 


UNIT 

AUTHORIZED 

xASSIGlfJE.D 

OFF  VIQ 

EM 

OFF 

V/0 

EM 

HHG,  10th  Cmbt  Avn  Bn 

21 

2 

m 

33 

1T( 

230th  FA  Det  (Radar) 

0 

1 

b 

0 

0 

8 

256th  Sig  Det 

1 

0 

9 

i 

0 

5 

279th  Sig  Dot 

1 

0 

9 

1 

0 

8 

296th  Sig  Det 

1 

0 

9 

0 

0 

a 

Ubth  Avn  Co 

ih 

la 

lUl 

26 

31 

170 

2b6th  I;.ed  Det 

1 

0 

8 

1 

0 

9 

390th  Trans  Det 

1 

1 

70 

1 

T 

117th  Avn  Co 

111 

4I 

ihl 

22 

26 

152 

130th  Fed  Det 

1 

0 

8 

1 

0 

6 

lh9ta  Trans  Det 

1 

70 

t 

1 

69 

"*  r\  •  , 

F'  A  ’’ 

Flo 

4-  A) 

T/A 

1  C. 
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UNITS 

d/  F- 

i  '■)  7 

AVTHORIZED 

f/)L 

ASSIGl®! 

OF? 

WO 

Ei; 

OFF 

WO 

EM 

129tli  Avn  Co 

IT 

Hi 

iHl 

2.3 

27 

162 

39l:th  Trans  Det 

1 

1 

70 

1 

1 

69 

1:33rd  Med  Dot 

1 

0 

8 

0 

0 

8 

135 th  Avn  Co 

11 

20 

11:9 

31 

7 

11:9 

258th  Trans  Det 

1 

1 

55 

1 

1 

1:6 

183rd  Avn  Go 

32 

1 

95 

3li 

5 

100 

^Includes  oecurit;^  personnel  nuthorizer!  VOC",  HSARV 
f.  Aircraft  Maintenance: 

(1)  The  following  statistics  reflect  the  maintenance  and 
aircraft  availability  by  each  unit  experienced  during  the  period  of 
this  report. 

UNIT  Tl’PE  A/C  %  AWCLa:;LL  EO?  ED!;  '^15  ] 


Uhth  Aslt  Go  UK-IB  90,0^  1.8^  8.2^  1^2ii 


281st  Aslt  Co  UH-l 

UH-l 

135th  Avn  Co  CV-2 

l83rd  Re con  Gc  0-lE 


Tl’PE  A/C 

%  AVix.  liA.  ijjL 

ED? 

EDI; 

UK-IB 

90,0^ 

1.8^ 

8.2$ 

152I: 

UH-ID 

88.2^ 

2.8^ 

9.0$ 

3511 

UH-IB 

85.3.^ 

3.0$ 

11.7$ 

1037 

UH-ID 

85.35;i 

h,h% 

10.3$ 

3133 

I)H-1B-1 

63.1^ 

h,h% 

10.3$ 

12  Ol: 

UK-ID 

80. 3‘^ 

hM 

10.3$ 

3)4.36 

UH-lB-1 

63,1^* 

23.0$ 

13.9$ 

8I4O 

UH-ID 

80, 3?^ 

6.1% 

13.6$ 

1958 

CV-2B 

Ql,2fo 

19.8$ 

3088 

0-lE 

li3,3^-;f-» 

56.7$ 

1011 

Bn  Avg  RA'’  ^Erl-IBA) 

81:$  availability 

r 

Total  RAI  hours 

16,61:3 

Total  fljdng  hours 


21,61:2 


*  The  281st  Assault  Helicopter  Company  has  all  new  51:0  rotor  systems  on  D 
model  aircraft.  Spare  parts  vrere  not  available  for  repairs  rnsulting  in 
low  A/C  availability. 

■?h:-  The  183rd  Reconnajssanco  Airplane  Company  has  recently  arrived 
in  countr\^  The  aircraft  arrived  during  July  and  were  being  assembled 
and  not  mission  ready.  At  the  present  time  91/®  of  assigned  A/C  are  mission 
ready, 

(2)  During  this  past  quarter  the  390th  and  ll:0th  Maintenance 
Detachments  (3rd  ooh^lon)  assigned  to  the  l:cth  and  117th  Airmobile  Companies 
have  d-isiCaond  to  the  f<'n'ai'd  area  to  pr0v3.de  on-the-spot  maintenance  in 
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•  support  of  the  combat  operation.  The  iLoth  Detachment  departed  home  station 

•  on  lii  June  and  became  operrational  in  the  fonrard  Ic  cation  on  21  June  1966, 

The  movement  by  surface  transportation  required  a  total  of  7  days  of  non- 
proouctivo  time  by  this  unJt.  The  390th  Detachment  departed  home  station 
on  21  JuiiC  1966  aiid  became  operational  in  the  forv?ard  area  on  2$  June  1966, 
This  unit  exoerienced  U  dayr-  of  non-productive  ti;ie. 

(3)  On  1^  July  1966  notification  was  received  to  move  the 
maintenance  detacliments  from  Kontusi  to  Tuy  Hoa,  This  move  V7as  made  under 
the  same  conditions  as  the  previous  move.  The  supported  airmobile  companies 
actually  departed  the  Dak  To  area  on  15  July  l'J66j  hovrever,  the  maintenance 
detachments  drd  not  leave  Kontum  until  25  July  1966^  and  arrived  at  Tuy 
Hoa  on  30  July  I966,  Units  were  full^'  operational  in  snoport  of  aimobile 
companies  on  31  July  I966.  This  move  provided  ten  days  of  ineffective 
maintenance  and  fi-ve  days  of  complete  non-productive  time.  During  the  neriod 
ill  June  1966  through  3I  July  1966,  V'e  folloinng  work  was  accomplished  by 
the  tv7o  maintenance  detechments; 


(a)  Seven  (7)  periodic  inspections. 

(b)  Three  (3)  hot  end  inspections. 

(c)  Tive  hundred  (5''0)  hours  sheet  metal  repairs. 

(U)  In  spite  of  this  lost  time  the  aircraft  availability  was 
mar ntained  above  80^  mission  reedy. 

(5)  During  this  period  numerous  main  rotor  blades,  tail  rotor 
blades  and  engines  have  been  replaced.  The  nomal  life  expectanvy  of 
cjigines  is  eleven  hundred  (110 D)  hours.  The  average  time  obtained  from 
engines  during  this  period  was  36O  hours.  Normal  life  of  main  rotor  blades 
on  TiH-in's  is  1000  hours  and  the  DH-lD's  is  2500  hours,  the  usage  life 
obtained  from  those  blades  replaced  was  3l»li  hours.  Normal  life  expectancy 
of  tail  rotor  blades  is  1100  hours;  the  usage  life-  obtained  was  3II  hours. 
Primarj'  failure  cause,  was  erosion  due  to  sand  and  dust  in  operating  area. 


g.  Flight  Safety: 

(1)  Period  1  Kay  -  31  July  I966. 

R/rf 

Incident  9 

Major  Accidents  2 

Combat  Loss  1  (total) 

Forced  Landings  5 

^rec  Landings  3 


F/W 

0 

0 


TOTAL 

9 

2 


1  (Mod  Damage)  2 

0  5 

3  6 
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(2)  Cianulative  r.cc:(^ent  rate  oer  100,000  hours  flying  time 
(c-nbined  2nd  P-A-  aircraft:  23.it). 

h.  Sui?ir.i?.ry; 

(1)  The  10th  Conbat  Aviation  Battalion  continued  to  support 
the  1st  Brigade,  101st  Airborne  Divisii'n  priiaarily  vdthat  least  two  ard 
occassionally  throe  assault  helicopter  coinpanii..s  (A)  throughout  the  re¬ 
porting  period.  Geographical  loca.-^ions  ranged  froiii  the  central  highlands 
of  Whon  Co,  Cheo  Reo  and  Dak  To  to  the  coastal  plains  of  Tuy  Koa.  At  DaJ: 

To,  the  base  camp  supporting  distance  was  almost  200  nautical  miles  back 

to  Dong  Ba  Thin.  This  necessitated  movenent  of  maintenance  support  detach¬ 
ments  f onward  to  within  2^  nautical  miles  of  the  area  of  operations.  The 
Battalion  has  remained  throughout  the  reporting  peroid  immediately  re¬ 
sponsive  :  to  the  groiuid  forces  army  aviation  needs.  Many  exercises  of  short 
durat:  .  were  perfonaed  in  support  of  other  P>JI'AF  and  APV-'  troops  during 
the  pt  i;  -)d.  The  habitual  attachjnent  of  2  to  5  CJ'-U?  helicopters  on  air¬ 
mobile  operations  has  definitely  en'^anced  the  responsiveness  needed  by  the 
ground  cormnanders. 

(2)  The  Battalion  hcis  contrnued  its  secondary’-  mission  of 
constructing  a  permanent  base  of  onerations  through  the  "self  help"  program. 
Considerable  progress  was  made  during  the  reporting  periods  in  brvth  troop 
housing  and  facilities.  Ar  adaquate  nost  office,  post  exe'^ange  and  dispens¬ 
ary  ;7as  established. 

SECTIOil  2:  Cor^manders  Observations  and  Recormendations. 

Part  I:  Observations  (Lessons  Learned): 

1,  Personnel,  r-one 

2.  Operations 


Armed  Helicopter  Support 


ITI'M:  Close  suppvji't  with  armed  hedicopters. 

DISCl)SS~or;  Reference  .Section  1,  paragraph  5a(h)(c)  1.  Locating  the  for- 
vjard  elements  of  the  friendly  units  has  often  presented  problems.  In  the 
referenced  situation,  the  area  vras  jungle  terrain.  Aviator's  must  bo  constantly 
infoimed  of  the  tactical  situation  and  location  of  friendly  troops  and  be 
familiar  V7i.tb,  the  terrain.  Aviators  must  know  frequencies  and  call  signs  of 
all  jhe  friendly  units  to  which  he  must  be  responsave.  The  big  problem  area 
is  not  concerned  so  much  with  cor±>at  assault  operations.  During  combat 
assault  operations,  the  gun  platoon  leader  is  able  to  keep  up  with  the 
progress  of  the  loading  elements  of  the  friendly  troops  as  they  move  out 
of  the  landing  zone.  Problem  areas  are  usually  encountered  when  a  ground 
unit  makes  enemji  contact  and  have  an  ijranrdiate  requirement  for  gunship 
s\ipport.  When  the  aircraft  arrives,  it  takes  a  fev:  moments  to  deteimiine 
friendly  troops  location  and  the  location  of  the  enemy,  Gunship  pilots 
being  eager  to  give  requested  support  have, on  occasion,  opened  fire  without 
having  full  knowledge  of  all  information  required. 
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OSSERVATIO.”;  It  is  essential  for  armed  hclic''pter  crews  tn  have  radio  contact 
With  the  grouiid  commander  and  make  positive  location  of  the  friendly  troops 
before  firing. 


Armed  Helicopters 

ITEF:  Reduced  effectiveness  of  amed  helicopters  in  heavj'  jungle  terraiai, 

DISCbSPIQN;  Armed  helicopters  have  found  it  difficult  to  detect  and  locate 
targets*  and  deliver  effective  fire  in  heav;’-  jungle  terrain.  It  is  more 
difficult  for  the  friendly  troors  to  identify  their  forward  elements.  Radio 
reception  is  curtailed  as  a  result  of  a  heavy  overhead  canopy  of  foliage. 

It  bccaces  difficult  for  an  aviator  to  navigate  (plot  himself  on  a  map)  when 
check  points  are  scattered. 

OESFRVA'TKhj ;  The  effectiveness  of  aimed  liclicoptcrs  is  substantially  re¬ 
duced"  in  heavj-  jungle  terrain  because  of  the  inability  to  detect  targets 
and  deliver  acc'orate  supporting  fires  thru  the  jungle  canopy. 

Door  Giuiners 


ITEIC;  TFsf,  of  door  gunners. 

DlSCl-SSIcr;  Door  gunners  in  this  unit  feel  that  they  arc?  as  important  a 
crew  member  as  the  crev:  chief  or  pile  t  on  helicopters .  As  a  result  they 
have  taken  oositive  interest  in  helping  the  crev;  chief!  iu.  maintaining  the 
araraent  system  aboard  the  aircraft,,  and  an  performing  as  gunroers.  In  .. 
addition,  gunners  feel  left  out  and  their  pride  hurt  when  they  are  required 
to  be  left  off  t*  c  crew  list  for  any  fli  ht.  By  leaving  the  gunner  behind, 
the  helicopter  has  a  200  pound  greater  lift  capability. 

OESrRVATION ;  On  some  combat  assaults,  the  gunner  on  the  inside  of  a  flight 
forraation  has  been  loft  behind  to  permit  greater  troop  and/or  cargo  lifting 
capabilit*  .  This  inside  gimner  v;ould  have  his  firing  capability  curtailed 
at  low  Altitudes  and  when  in  th.e  landing  zone  as  a  result  of  being  on  the 
inside  of  the  formation.  There  are  times  when  it  is  advantageous  to  delete 
the  guniicr  from  the  crew  vhen  the  situation  permits. 

Aviation  Support 

rmi ;  Habitual  association  (aviation  support). 

DISCUSS? O:';  The  more  a  supporting  aviation  unit  knows  about  its  supported 
unit,  the  better  its  capability  of  providing  the  best  possible  support. 

This  battalion  has  frequently  been  required  to  support  the  1st  Brigade, 

101st  Airborne  Division  with  three  assault  helicooter  companies,  I-fhen  this 
is  the  case,  normally  one  assault  holic<  pter  company  will  provide  support 
to  a  particular  infantri  battalion.  Fany  requirements  have  caused  exceptions 
to  exist,  but  this  principle  is  used  when  practical. 

OESERVATTOr;  The  concept  of  omploj'ing  the  same  assault  helicopter  company 
with  a  par+d-cular  infantry  battalion  is  mutually  advantageous  and  enhances 
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.effectiveness  of  wiation  support. 

ITETl;  Felicoptcr  landing  zones. 

DISC^-iSSION ;  VJhen  operating  in  mountainous,  .iungle  covered  terrajn  such  as 
is  prevalent  in  the  Dak  To  area,  usable  landing  zones  are  almost  non- 
e:dstent.  Under  these  conditif^ns,  it  is  very  important  that  unit  commanders 
continual!;  assess  the  terrain  for  sit<.s  suitable  for  clearing  and  use  as 
an  LZ.  As  sqon  as  an  LZ  has  been  selected  and  cleared,  it  should  be  check¬ 
ed  bjr  an  aviator  for  adequate  main  rotor  and  tail  rotor  clearance  and  for 
obstacles  on  the  approach  and  departure  paths. 

OBSERVATION- ;  V/hen  a  un:t  is  going  to  be  in  a  It  cation  for  a  period  of  time 
(one  day  or  more),  an  LZ  should  be  selected  and  cleared  so  that  helicopters 
can  land  for  medic.il  evacuation,  resupply,  extraction  or  reinforcing.  If 
a  L.ndin^^  rust  be  made  in  the  LZ  .at  night  or  under  adve-.rse  weather  condit¬ 
ions,  it  as  veri'  advantageous  to  have  a  crow  available  that  has  been  in  the 
LZ  and  is  familiar  with  it. 

3.  Training  and  Organization: 

i^ight  Training 


ITEM :  Might  training  requirements. 

DISCDSSIOMt  Requirements  vdll  continue  to  increase  for  night  aviation 
support  for  gronn.d  ur'its.  On  the  job  training  while  performing  these  riight  mis¬ 
sions  is  not  sufficient  to  keep  all  aviators  proficient  in  night  operations, 

OBSr^-’VATIOtf t  Continual  night  unit  training  must  be  accomplished  in  order 
to  safely  conduct  company  and  battalion  size  night  airriiobile  assaults. 

This  training  shoul'd  be  conduct'd  using  a  minimm  of  U  helicopters  practicing 
formation  flight,  pick-up  and  landing  zone  procedvres. 

U,  Intelligence : 


Map  Stocks 

ITEM;  Reduction  of  unit  map  stocks, 

DISGOSSION;  All  aviation  companies  arrive  in  Vietnam  with  an  excessive 
basic  load  cf  maps.  Most  of  these  maps  (possibly  as  much  as  7$%)  are 
nevcir  used,  since  they  cover  areas  in  which  the  unit  v.'ill  never  operate. 

Units  tend  to  order  and  reorder  excessive  amounts  to  replenish  and  exceed 
original  basic  load.  An  example  is  a  unit  returning  to  an  area  in  which 
it  has  previously  operated,  and  reordering  complete  coverage  in  excessive 
amounts,  b'itb  the  passage  of  time,  the  nap  supply  continues  to  increase 
while  at  the  same  time  many  roa.ps  on  hand  become  obsolete  -and  are  superseded 
b;>'  newer  editions. 

OBSERVATION ;  Considcratieri  sh-^uld  be  given  to  discontinuance  of  the  issuance 
of  maps  to  units  prior  to  departure  .from  COnifS.  Units  would  then  draw  only 
those,  maps  (minimum  coverage)  requireci  for  acbn.al  opemtiors.  I'ap  depot 
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.se.rvicc  is  r?.pid  enough  to  permit  .-CulfiD-lntnt  of  raost  roquirements  in  2h 
hours.  :')cvj  units  could  also  draw  on  the  excessive  map  stock  of  other 
companies  in  the  sarfic  battalion,  or  from  other  battalions  or  groups, 

5.  logistics :  I’onc 

6.  Others:  None 

Part  IT;  Recommendations: 

1.  Personnel:  None 

2 .  Operations : 

a.  Thi.t  wherever  possible,  the  sane  aviation  units  habitually 
support  the  same  ground  units j  i.e,,  an  assault  helicopter  companj  (A), 
habitually  supports  the  same  infantrj*  battalion  when  f  'c  situation  and 
circumstances  perriiit, 

b.  That  periodic  orientation  flig’rts  in  the  ame-d  helicopters 
be  given  to  ground  unit  commardors  a.nd  platoor  loaders  in  order  for  them 
to  fully  understand  the  fire  powcjr  potential  and  the  limitations  of  the 
aircraft. 


c.  Mxn  the  ground  unit  (Battalion  size)  is  in  a  static  situation 
and  contact  is  light,  consideration  should  be  given  to  placing  a  utility 
hc.licoptv.r  under  the  ground  connander's  control  for  the  day.  This  will 
enable  him  to  locally  perform  resupply,  command  liaison,  medic ’.1  evacuation, 
and  small  troop  movoments. 

d.  Cargo  type  helicopters  (CV.-kl)  should  .hab;  tually  be  attached 
to  t'.c  airmobile  urit  commaiidor  (Battalion  size-)  for  movement  of  artillery 
and  large  ammunition  resupply  (105  rounds)  in  conjunction  with  airmobile 
assaults . 


3.  Tr-'^ning  and  Organization:  That  all  Am^’-  Aviators  continue  to 
be  trained  in  the  techniques  and  procedures  of  calling  for  and  adjustr-ng 
artillery  fire.  This,  in  effect,  greatl:;  increases  the  nraibcr  of  fon-7ard 
observers  keeping  the  infan trj-  brigade's  area  of  operation  under  surveill¬ 
ance,  ready  to  bring  artillery  fire  in  on  the  enen^^. 

It.  Intelligence:  None. 


5,  Logistics:  That  consideration  be  given  to  jssuirg  "fly-away"' 
maintcnar'ce  t'^ol  and  p- rts  holders  to  assault  helicopter  companies,  such 
as  those  fabricated  for  t''e  1st  Cav  Biv  (Airmobile)  in  order  to  sustain 
the  maintenance  capability  of  a  unit  fur  15-30  days  vthci-  the  supporting 
distance  precludes  the  aircraft  from  returning  to  hone  base  each  day. 
These  should  be  air  transportable  by  C-123  or  CV-2  tjT3e  aircraft. 


6,  Others:  That  an  efficient  tj^pe  of  soil  conditioner  be  placed  on 
sandv  a.reas  used  for  hclicooter  parking  so  as  to  increase  main  rotor,  tail 
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